
Shiloh Baptist Church History
1968 – Present

In 1968, seven individuals—Emmett Mason, Bernice Mason, Alton Baptist, Jessie Baptiste, 
Christine Rembert, Odessa Taylor, and Lydia Mitchell—along with two additional charter 
members, Yvette Mitchell Carr and Carlotta Mitchell Parks, became the founding members of 
Shiloh Baptist Church.

In September of that year, the congregation selected the name Shiloh Baptist Church and called 
Reverend Jesse L. Davis, Sr. to serve as its first pastor. On September 8, 1968, the first worship 
service was held in the home of Emmett and Bernice Mason. Pastor Davis preached a sermon 
entitled “A Savior Went Out to Sow,” using Mark 4:13–20 as his scriptural text.

September 1968 proved to be a significant month in the life of the church. The Indian Baptist 
Church graciously allowed Shiloh to hold Sunday afternoon worship services in its facility. 
During that same month, Shiloh made a down payment on the property located at 7635 Arthur 
Street in Oakland, California, including the church building and adjacent lot.

In 1975, the Arthur Street church building was demolished to make way for a larger sanctuary to 
accommodate the growing congregation. By 1977, Shiloh had moved into the newly constructed 
building, and in 1978 the church celebrated its dedication during the annual church anniversary 
observance.

Between 1980 and 1992, Shiloh made tremendous strides in the Oakland community. During this 
period, several sons of the ministry were presented to the congregation, the church received 
recognition from the California Southern Baptist Convention for excellence in ministry, and 
Shiloh sponsored four churches and one mission.

On October 11, 1992, Shiloh was blessed to relocate to a larger facility at 22582 South Garden 
Avenue in Hayward, California, where it continues to worship today.

On June 21, 1998, Reverend Mary Lee received her license to preach, becoming the first woman 
licensed to preach under the leadership of Pastor Jesse L. Davis, Sr.

By the early 2000s, Shiloh had grown to include numerous deacons and ministers. During this 
time, the church established sister-church relationships with Ebenezer Baptist Church in Union 
City and Iglesia Bautista Buenas Nuevas Mission Church. Joint worship services were conducted 
with Iglesia Bautista Buenas Nuevas, with messages translated in both English and Spanish, 
reflecting Shiloh’s commitment to unity and outreach.

In 2002, the Sisters of Excellence Ministry was established under the leadership of First Lady 
Alma Davis.

In 2006, the J.L. Davis Family Resource Center became a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
building healthy families within the African American faith community through educational 
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programs, workshops, and supportive services. Sister Bobbie Brooks serves as Program Director, 
and Sister Delma Rubin serves as Executive Director. The center was officially dedicated on 
March 19, 2006.

In June 2009, the Calendar Club was formed to encourage fellowship among members beyond 
Sunday worship services. Over the years, the Calendar Club has sponsored numerous activities, 
including game nights, crab feeds, excursions to San Francisco, and visits to Allensworth State 
Historic Park.

On January 1, 2019, Shiloh’s founding pastor, Reverend Jesse L. Davis, Sr., entered eternal rest 
after more than fifty years of faithful dedication, commitment, and service. Pastor Davis 
exemplified unwavering faith, trust in God, and servant leadership. Though his passing was a 
difficult season for the congregation, Shiloh remained steadfast, trusting God's plan for the 
future.

Later in 2019, Reverend David Hill was elected Interim Pastor and subsequently became the 
permanent pastor on December 22, 2021.

On March 20, 2022, Pastor Hill was officially installed as Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church.

Pastor Hill had a passion for travel and encouraged members to experience God’s creation 
beyond their local communities. In September 2023, Shiloh hosted its first church cruise. Sixteen 
members traveled from Seattle, Washington, to Alaska, creating memories and strengthening 
fellowship.

Following the success of the Alaska cruise, Pastor Hill began planning a European cruise for the 
following year. Although the trip took place in September 2024, health challenges prevented him 
from attending. Nevertheless, twenty-two members participated and returned with wonderful 
experiences, having developed deeper friendships and stronger bonds within the church family.

On January 1, 2025, Pastor David Hill entered his heavenly home. Pastor Hill was a devoted 
shepherd and extraordinary servant of God who possessed a unique ability to make every person 
feel valued and loved. Through both his preaching and his daily life, he faithfully proclaimed the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and demonstrated the love of Christ to all.

On May 17, 2025, Reverend Joseph Bryant was elected to serve as Interim Pastor of Shiloh 
Baptist Church.

During 2025, God blessed Shiloh with fifteen new members.

Thus far in 2026, Shiloh has welcomed three additional members and celebrated the baptism of 
Sister Malaysia Morris.

As Shiloh Baptist Church celebrates its rich legacy of faith, service, and community impact, we 
give thanks to God for the visionary leadership of Pastor Jesse L. Davis, Sr., the faithful ministry 
of Pastor David Hill, and the continued guidance of Interim Pastor Joseph Bryant.
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For more than five decades, Shiloh has leaned on God’s unfailing grace and provision. As we 
look toward the future, we remain confident that God is not finished with us yet. With grateful 
hearts and steadfast faith, we continue to trust Him to lead us into the next chapter of ministry, 
service, and kingdom impact.

“For with God nothing shall be impossible.” — Luke 1:37 (KJV)
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